In a previous article I identified in the Rihla of Ibn Battuta (AD 1304 (AD -1368 or 1377) what I termed his "pilgrim paradigm".' Using insights garnered from the three-tier approach to history devised by the great French scholar Fernand Braudel (1902-85) As an aid to answering this question, it is proposed first in this article to analyse this Rihla in terms of (1) its basic structures, and (2) some of its relevant semiotics. .
The concept of talab al-cilm is a noteworthy factor in the rihlatayn of Ibn Jubayr and Ibn BajjJja,6 but it is one which should be handled with care.
